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Club Officers for 2010

President: Terry Botkin, 214-837-7256
Vice President/Newsletter Editor: Gary Allison, 817-458-6817
Secretary: Judy Joy/Marie Jordan, 254-580-9805
Treasurer: George Stokes, 817-790-7589
Program Coordinator: Brett Childress 817-297-6727

Regular meetings are held the second Monday of each month at the United Cooperative Services
building, 1-35 West and Bethesda Road (Exit 32), Burleson, Texas, at 6:30 P.M. Dues are $15.00 per
year.

Donét f oning adnack iltembor the break time. Perhaps something to drink? Water
bottles would be great.
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Old B usiness : July 14, 2010

No old business from last monttWe had a wonderful guest speaker
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Varroa mite contro/ article

VARROA MITES SYMPTOMS:
You will note that your colony is severely weakened. You might also see mites on
the bees or via detection methods. If you inspect your hive in the Spring and find that your colony
is dead, look for the following tell-tale symptoms of loss due to Varroa mites: The dead hive will
have very few dead bees and a moderate amount of honey. You may see no bees in the hive at
all. The bees in a Varroa infested colony will often abscond to get away from the mites.
You can safely re-use the equipment after loss due to Varroa mites. Simply clean out all the
dead bees, and pluck as many as you can from the cells. The new colony will clean up what you
canbét remove.
Remember that Varroa mites can be controlled through use of Apistan®. See our free

i nformati on sheet on AMedicati ononf Tkiesdiowsat nadsbdoH
WWW.bee-commerce.com.

No mites on the little lady!
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STEP BY STEP DIRECTIONS FOR USING THE “DOWDA METHOD”
FOR VARROA MITE DETECTION AND CONTROL

Directional use of 10x powdered sugar to control Varroa mites:

For best results, the hives should be placed on a 1/8 inch hardware cloth,
(screened) bottom board, allowing mites to fall to the ground.

Items needed:
« Sifter of some type (tea strainer) or flour sifter works well.
* Bee Brush.
¢ Measuring Cup.
» Cardboard or poster board to insert or slide into the hive entrance to catch
sugar and mites to determine mite level.
Place the insert into the hive before you use powdered sugar.

If the hives have two brood boxes, break hive down to the lower box, sift 1 cup
of powdered sugar over the brood frames.

Brush sugar off top bars to allow the sugar to fall down on the bees.
Replace the other brood box and distribute powdered sugar in the same way.
Wait 5 minutes or longer and pull the insert out and look for mites.

Many mites on the insert equals a high mite level.

If high mite level, the hive will require sugar again in a day or two.

Some beekeepers do this bi-weekly during the spring for several weeks to elimi-
nate the Varroa population, then once a month after that.

You can sugar the hive more often if you wish to do so.

Do not leave insert in the hive, pull it out once you determine the mite level and
use it on the next hive to be sugared. :

Should you have any questions, comments or need further clarification, please con-

tact Tom Dowda at dowdat@doacs.state.fl.us or you may call him at (352) 372-3505
extension 451.




Notes from the Editor:

Not much going on around here. It& just been too hot to do anything. | keep checking the little darlings every other week
and have one hive that is starting to fill a super. But | will be surprised if | get any honey from my ladies this year. But

t h a tldght, itavill give me more time to get other hives built and get ready for next year& honey season. | am still
excited about raising honey bees as | hope you are too.

| have enclosedtwop hot o0 6 s of trdilerhofibed3.ll got tlket srom the internet, Utube. John has some great
lessons about how he works and takes care of his bees, plus some neat tricks about raising bees. Someday, | will try that
idea of a trailer for my hives. Think how convenient it would be to take bees anywhere in our county and then bring them
back in the fall when it cools down to be able to feed them in the winter.

This month6é Bewsletter is a small one. Notice that | have mentioned Varroa mites twice. Be sure to copy or find an article

that will work into you working bee sched u | e . I wo naditicle dnynnote tillchext yeéah BEE sure to order any
medi cinebs earl y. Fal l is on its way and wil |l be here
That 6s all for this mont h.

BEE seeing ya at the next meeting, August 9, 2010.
Gary Allison

VP/Newsletter Editor
Metro Beekeepers
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